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The deacon’s unique contribution to the Mystery of Salvation and the mission of the
Church is to bear preeminent witness to Christ the Servant. In our lives, words, and actions,
we’re called to reveal Christ the Servant in ways that inspire the whole of the Church to serve
with greater devotion. In this regard, it’s a ministry of self-giving that seeks the good of others
for the sake of the other, reflecting the salvific gift of Christ Himself. Accordingly, the diaconate
is a living example of Christ's humility and love for humanity, serving as a bridge between the
sacred and the secular.

The primary function of the deacon is to minister to the marginalized and forgotten,
bringing the Gospel to the peripheries so that those who we’re privileged to serve may open their
hearts to God’s love and mercy. Consequently, diaconal ministry isn’t just about performing
religious tasks but involves a profound spiritual dimension, where we’re called to bring, in
concrete and tangible ways, Christ to those we serve. This understanding of the diaconate as a
salvific gift-of-self means that deacons offer their lives in service to others, imitating Our Lord’s
sacrifice on the cross.

Our role in the liturgy is also significant, as we assist at the altar and proclaim the Gospel.
This liturgical aspect of our ministry is essential in connecting the people of God with the
Eucharistic celebration. In this way, we actively participate in the salvific mission of the Church,
leading the faithful to encounter Christ and His saving grace.

In all of this, the diaconate isn’t merely a functional role within the Church, but a
vocation rooted in spiritual transformation. To accomplish this we’re called to embrace a life of
prayer and contemplation, deepening our relationship with Christ to effectively serve others. Our
service 1s grounded in humility, charity, and a profound sense of self-sacrifice, reflecting Christ's
words, "Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant (Mt 20:26).”

All of this underscores the importance of the diaconate in building bridges between the
sacred and the secular. We’re often called to work within the world, engaging with various social,
economic, and cultural challenges. By being present in these diverse settings, we can manifest
Christ's love and compassion in the midst of everyday life, demonstrating in tangible ways, the
Gospel’s relevancy and accessibility to all.

In short, the diaconate is a unique and indispensable vocation within the Church. By
bearing witness to Christ the Servant in a preeminent way, deacons embody the salvific gift-of-




self that seeks the good of others for the sake of the other. Through our humble service, we make
Christ present in the world and exemplify His love and mercy. As a result, the diaconate becomes
a living sign of Christ's continued work in the world, bridging the gap between the sacred and the
secular, and inviting all to encounter the transforming power of Christ's love and service.
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